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Feather (detail), Metal, Variable Size, 2018 

 
(Hong Kong, May, 2018) Contemporary by Angela Li is proud to present Chinese artist Li Hongbo’s solo 

exhibition “I & Thou”. This exhibition serves as a continuation of his solo exhibition “Shadow of Knives” 

in 2015, from which one of his works Desire won Li the 2017 Sovereign Asian Art Prize.  

 

Inspired by the “The Happiness of the Fish” written by Ancient Chinese philosopher and literati 

Zhuangzi, this exhibition draws from the quote, “You are not a fish, so how could you know its 

happiness?” as a thread for exploring the ways in which humanity uses extant knowledge structures to 

examine the spatial awareness of other life forms. The exhibition uses kitchen knives as a medium to 

construct sculptures and an installation space. Li Hongbo encourages viewers to reflect on the intimate 

links between humanity, other living beings and the outside world. 
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Different life forms have different ways of seeing and thinking about space. The latest theories today 

have yet to determine whether life forms other than humanity actually possess spatial awareness, but 

all forms of life seem to have some instinctive sense of space, with each seeking out the most suitable 

spaces for their own survival. As our self-awareness focuses on physical space, it also focuses on space 

beyond the physical, or perhaps negative space responds in kind which conceptualises the relativity 

between individual entities. Humans believe they dominate other species, but they often overlook the 

fact that they are also an object of observation. A question of relative space arises in the transitions 

between observing and being observed. Humanity comes to the realisation that we are microscopic in 

the universe and is no longer unilaterally materialising other life forms, but bestowing them with 

unique spiritual form and coming to cherish all life and beings around us. 

 

About the Artist 

 

Li Hongbo (b.1974) immediately became one of the most popular contemporary Chinese artists after 
graduating from the Central Academy of Fine Arts with an MFA degree in Experimental Art in 2010. He 
is the founder and head of the newly established Chinese Paper Art Research Institute, Jilin Normal 
University. Exploring the malleability of materials, his expandable paper and carved knife sculptures 
encourage viewers to think out of the box.  Li has held important solo exhibitions including “When 
Sculpture becomes Creature” (Angoulême Museum, France, 2017) and “Irons for Ages, Flowers for 
Days” (SCAD Museum of Art, USA, 2015). His works were included in the UBS Collection, Central 
Academy of Fine Arts Museum, Wuhan Art Museum, Hubei Art Museum, Shandong Art Museum in 
China, Asian Civilizations Museum in Singapore and White Rabbit Collection in Australia. He was the 
winner of the Grand Prize of the 2017 Sovereign Asian Art Prize.  
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About Contemporary by Angela Li  
 

Contemporary by Angela Li is dedicated to the promotion of contemporary and avant-garde artists from 

China, Hong Kong and worldwide. Since its establishment in 2008, the gallery has gained considerable 

attention and has become one of Hong Kong's top galleries for contemporary art.  

 
 

 
Gallery Exterior, Contemporary by Angela Li 
Image: Courtesy of Contemporary by Angela Li 
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